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Cities in King County, Washington, 
“SCORE” with Award-Winning Jail   
By Connie Clem, Editor, National Jail Exchange 

SCORE, or the South Correctional Entity Multijurisdictional Misdemeanant Jail, received a 2012 
Municipal Excellence Award from the Association of Washington Cities (AWC) in the category of Public 
Safety.  

The multi-city consolidated jail in King County, Washington, opened in September 2011. It was built by 
the SCORE Public Development Authority and is managed by the SCORE governmental administrative 
agency, which was created under the Washington State Interlocal Cooperation Act and includes the 
seven member cities. An Administrative Board comprising the mayor or the city manager of each of the 
seven participating cities provides oversight.  

Figure 1. External view, SCORE facility, Des Moines, Washington. 

 

The cities agreed to build the facility after the King County King County Department of Adult & Juvenile 
Detention announced it would no longer house their misdemeanor arrestees. The jail has a total 
capacity of 813 inmates and is located in Des Moines, Washington. Under the terms of the interlocal 
agreement, each city pays for the amount of the jail it uses. 

The Association of Washington Cities website notes,  

“The SCORE Jail is a cooperative venture amongst seven cities in South King County. Auburn, 
Burien, Des Moines, Federal Way, Renton, SeaTac, and Tukwila all came together to form a 
single purpose government to build and operate a consolidated regional jail. Their mission: 
provide professional, cost-effective, and efficient correctional services to the member cities. 
Video court suites and in-house medical treatment areas eliminate direct costs and inmate 
transportation. The project finished six weeks ahead of schedule, almost $5 million under 
budget.” 
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Figure 2. Reception area, SCORE facility. 
 

Penny Bartley, SCORE Director, 
adds,  

“SCORE is an example of 
cooperation and success among 
multiple agencies. We strive to 
provide excellent services for our 
member cities, and customer 
service is the foundation of what 
we do.” 

 

SCORE Information Resources 

A video on the AWC website features comments from the jail director and the city mayors who were 
involved in the project, from site selection to the jail’s opening.  

The video and the award application are available here: 
http://www.awcnet.org/ProgramsServices/CityAwards/MunicipalExcellenceAwards/publicsafety.aspx  
(Accessed June 24, 2013) 

The direct link to the video is on the MyAWCVideos channel on YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ky8nZkVEIXQ 

Figure 3. View from control room of two direct supervision housing units, SCORE facility. 

 

http://www.awcnet.org/ProgramsServices/CityAwards/MunicipalExcellenceAwards/publicsafety.aspx
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The award application package developed by SCORE personnel includes a detailed description of the 
process of creating the jail. The award application package includes a copy of the complete interlocal 
agreement for the jail's development and operation. 

The direct link to the award application package for the SCORE jail in Washington is: 
http://www.awcnet.org/portals/0/documents/cityawards/scorepublicsafety2012.pdf 
(File is large; please allow a few extra seconds for it to download.) 

The home page for the Municipal Excellence Awards for the Association of Washington Cities is 
http://www.awcnet.org/ProgramsServices/CityAwards/MunicipalExcellenceAwards.aspx 

SCORE website 
http://www.scorejail.org 

For more information, contact Penny Bartley, SCORE Director, (206) 257-6262 or info@scorejail.org 

Figure 4. View of dayroom and officer workstation, SCORE facility. 

 

Photos courtesy Sam Vleet Photography. 

Document available at: 
http://community.nicic.gov/blogs/national_jail_exchange/archive/2013/07/02/cities-in-king-county-
washington-score-with-award-winning-jail.aspx 

The National Jail Exchange is an ongoing electronic journal focusing on providing information to jails 
practitioners and is sponsored by the National Institute of Corrections (NIC). The contents of the articles, 
the points of view expressed by the authors, and comments posted in reaction to the articles do not 
necessarily reflect the official views or policies of the National Institute of Corrections. 

To write an article or to learn more about the National Jail Exchange, visit the homepage for this journal 
at: http://NICIC.gov/NationalJailExchange. 
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