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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1It is the policy of the Anoka County Jail to use volunteers who provide inmates the opportunity to practice their preferred religion, participate in religious services and/or obtain counseling.  

	


	J1407.1
	DEFINITIONS 


Clergy Identification: Clergy identification is an ordination certificate or similar form of documentation from a church or the religious body governing a specific religious group. 

Contact Visits:  Visits conducted with no physical barriers separating the inmate and visitor.

Contraband:  Any item which is not officially issued by the jail, purchased from the jail commissary authorized by the jail captain/designee, or converted for a use other than its original intended purpose.

Non-contact Visits:  Visits conducted with physical barriers between the inmate and visitor. 

Non-professional visits: Visits with family, friends or public media representatives.

Professional Visits:  A visit between an inmate and his/her attorney, bail bond agent, probation officer, law enforcement personnel, private investigator, jail volunteers, chaplain, etc.

Registered Chaplain Volunteer: A registered chaplain volunteer is any person providing religious programming or services to inmates who has passed the required background and training.

Valid Photo Identification (ID): Valid Photo Identification is limited to the following: A State issued ID or drivers license, a Military ID, a Federal ID card or a passport. Note: company ID cards and check-cashing company ID cards are not considered a valid form of identification. 

Visiting Clergy Members:  Visiting clergy members are defined as any person who has the appropriate credentials from the religious faith judicatory that they profess to represent who wishes to visit a person in the jail facility. These clergy members are not registered with the jail as religious volunteers.

	J1407.2
	GENERAL


J1407.21

The jail chaplain program is designed to allow inmates the freedom of religious practice while ensuring the safety and security of the volunteers, jail staff, inmates and jail facility.

J1407.22

The safety and security concerns of the facility are paramount when developing any program in which volunteers participate.

J1407.23

Registered religious volunteers will be allowed contact visits with jail inmates.

J1407.24

The programs department will coordinate the jail chaplain program.

J1407.25

The jail programmer assigned to oversee the religious volunteer program will perform the following tasks:

· Coordinate the delivery of all religious programming and services;

· Coordinate background checks on existing and prospective chaplains and religious volunteers; and

· Coordinate training of chaplains and religious volunteers; 

· Provide (when requested) copies of the Bible or sacred book of another religion; 

· Periodically review the religious programming and services provided; and 

· Evaluate the need for additional religious programming and services.

	J1407.3
	RELIGIOUS VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS


J1407.31

Religious volunteers must commit to a day/time that they will conduct their program.

J1407.32

All prospective religious volunteers must be registered through the jail programs office.

	J1407.4
	APPLICATION PROCESS FOR RELIGIOUS VOLUNTEERS


J1407.41

Prospective volunteers will fill out and sign an Anoka County Jail volunteer registration form. The completed form will be returned to the Anoka County Jail Programs Office.

J1407.42

The assigned programmer will review the application and run a background check on all prospective volunteers. 

J1407.43

Program staff will notify approved applicants that they have been selected to be volunteers. 

J1407.44

Program staff will notify those applicants not selected to be volunteers and advise them of the reasons for denial.

	J1407.5
	ORIENTATION AND TRAINING FOR RELIGIOUS VOLUNTEERS


J1407.5
1

The assigned programmer will coordinate a date and time for orientation training with the new volunteers.

J1407.52

Program staff in conjunction with the administrative sergeant and jail administration will develop and deliver a volunteer orientation and training program to each new volunteer.

J1407.53

Prior to a volunteer’s first assignment, s/he will complete an orientation and training session which will include security regulations, facility rules and sexual misconduct training.

J1407.54

Upon completion of orientation training, the volunteer must sign the Volunteer Orientation form agreeing they have completed training and will follow facility rules.

J1407.55

After satisfactorily completing all phases of the orientation and training program, programs staff will add the volunteer’s name to the authorized jail volunteer list, and their program to the jail program schedule.

J1407.56

All volunteers who want to continue their service to the inmates of the Anoka County jail must attend annual refresher training. 

	 J1407.6
	FACILITY ACCESS FOR RELIGIOUS VOLUNTEERS


J1407.61

Religious volunteers will enter the facility by supplying a valid picture identification to the deputy working visitor control. 

J1407.62

The visitor control deputy will provide the religious volunteer with a jail pass in exchange for their picture identification.

J1407.63

The religious volunteer will wear the jail pass in such a manner that it is visible at all times while in the facility.

J1407.64

Jail staff may refuse or prematurely end visits by religious volunteers if a compelling security or safety concern occurs. 

J1407.65

Jail religious volunteers may only enter the facility at the time of their scheduled program(s) unless they are acting in the capacity of a crisis counselor.

	J1407.7
	VISITING CLERGY


J1407.71

Visiting clergy members are allowed non-contact visits between 0900 and 1400, Monday through Friday with the prior approval of programs staff. The duty sergeant may, at his/her discretion allow an exception to this restriction for extenuating circumstances.

J1407.72

Visiting clergy members will be required to present required identification/documentation and pass a background check prior to any visit. 

J1407.73

All visits between visiting clergy members and inmates shall be non-contact.

	J1407.8
	PROGRAM/VISIT DENIAL OR CANCELLATION


J1407.81

The duty sergeant may refuse to admit any religious volunteer or visiting clergy member for safety or security concerns.

J1407.82

The duty sergeant may terminate any program or visit for safety or security concerns.

J1407.83

If conditions within the facility make it apparent that a scheduled program, service or visit will be cancelled, the duty sergeant will attempt to give program staff, religious volunteer or visiting clergy member advance notice.

J1407.84

Any time a program, service or visit is cancelled or a religious volunteer or visiting clergy member is denied admittance to the facility; an incident report will be written and distributed to the programs department and jail administration.
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